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APPRAISALS— "EXPERTISING" 

Owing to the changed and peculiar 
conditions brought about by the en- 
trance of the United States into the 
world war, there has arisen a desire on 
the part of many Americans of late who 
have gained in fortune and have a taste 
for or love of art, and of others who 
wisely consider superior art works as 
p-ood investments — to acquire the same 
— and at the same time there has come 
to many others, through increased cost 
of living and failing fortunes, the desire 
or necessity of disposing; of their art 
possessions. 

It is the province of the "American 
Art News" to bring these would-be 
buyers and sellers together, and to aid 
both through counsel as to the value of 
art wOrks of all kinds, opinion as to 
their authenticity, and advice as to the 
best markets for such work. As the 
"Art News" is a close follower of both 
art and literary auctions and private 
sales, it has unusual facilities for the 
estimating of values and markets, and 
as it is in close and friendly touch with 
the best and most reliable dealers, and 
also with collectors, it can often place 
works for owners quickly and with 
judgment. 

The "Art News" is not a dealer in 
art or literary property but deals with 
the dealer and to the advantage of both 
owner and dealer. Our Bureau of "Ex T 
pertising and Appraisal" has conducted 
some most important appraisals. We 
are frequently called upon to pass 
upon the value of art works for col- 
lectors and estates, for the purpose of 
insurance, sale, or, more especially, to 
determine whether prior appraisals 
made to fix the amount due under the 
inheritance or death taxes are just and 
correct ones — and often find that 
such former appraisals have been made 
by persons not qualified by experience 
or knowledge of art quality or market 
values, with resultant deception and 
often overpayments of taxes, etc. We 
suggest to all collectors and executors, 
therefore, the advisability of consulting 
our Bureau of Appraisal either in the 
first place or for revision of other ap- 
praisals. This Bureau is conducted by 
persons in 1 every way qualified by ex- 
perience and study of art works for 
many years, and especially of market 
values, both here and abroad; our ap- 
praisals are made without regard to 
anything but quality and values, and 
our charges are moderate — as our chief 
desire is to save our patrons and the 
public from ignorant, needless and 
costly appraisal expenditure. 



PROPER QUERY UNANSWERED 
It would seem as if sufficient time 
had elapsed since Howard Russell But- 
ler, the well known artist and Acade- 
mician, made his pertinent and proper 
query through the press, as to who 
gave the Peace Centenary Committee 
the authority to substitute Barnard's 
much criticized statue of Lincoln, to be 
sent to London, for that by Saint-Gau- 
dens, first offered by this same com- 
mittee and accepted by the London 
authorities. 

As we said last week this would 
seem to be the crux of the question and 
throws an entirely new light on the 
controversy. 

Perhaps Mr. Andrew B. Humphrey, 
secretary of the Peace Centenary 
Committee, will be willing to explain 
this substitution of the offered and 
accepted statue of Saint-Gaudens for 
that of Barnard — a substitution which 
has caused "all these tears." 



ART AND BOOK AUCTIONS 

The season of art and literary auc- 
tions has somewhat belatedly opened, 
and this week brought the important 
sale of duplicate books from the second 
part of Mr. Henry E. Huntington's 
library and a portion" of his collection 
of Americana, at the new Anderson 
Galleries, and which sale was an aus- 
picious christening of these new and 
handsome salesrooms, and the exhibi- 
tion of the second collection of Italian 
art treasures, at the American Art Gal- 
leries, brought over by Prof. Elia Volpi, 
of Florence, to be sold there the first 
three days of next week. 

These sales are the forerunners of 
many others of importance, notably the 
Oriental collections of Mr. Moore at 
the Anderson's in early January, and 
of the art collections of the late George 
A.^Hearn and Sir George Drummond, 
of Montreal, at the American Art Gal- 
leries, later on. 

The prices at the Huntington sale 
this week were unexpectedly good, re- 
futing the prophets of pessimism — and 
the results of the Volpi and Moore sales 
will be eagerly watched, as an indica- 
tion for future sales this season. 



WORCESTER, (MASS.) 

An exhibition of paintings by modern 
French artists is on this month at the 
Art Museum. The collection is lent by 
the Durand-Ruel Galleries, N. Y., and 
contains notable examples of the impres- 
sionistic school. The main wall, opposite 
the entrance, is devoted to the work of 
Claude Monet. The place of honor is given 
to one of his cathedral series, "Rouen Ca- 
thedral — symphony in gray." His other pic- 
tures are "Snow Effect," "Ducal Palace, 
Venice, from San Giorgio," "Station of Cus- 
tom-Officer," "Antibes, View of Headland in 
Northwest Wind," "The Seine at Lavacour," 
and "Cliffs near Dieppe." 

The other artists and their pictures are: 
Edgar Degas, "Greek Dance" and "Women 
of Savoy", Edouard Manet "The Cake" and 
"The Beach at Boulogne", Mary Cassatt, 
"Women Reading in a Gadren", Camille 
Pissarro,, "Place du Theatre Francais — 
Rain," "Village in the Suburbs of Mantes," 
"Stone Bridge, Gray Day, Rouen," "Poplars, 
Gray Day", Auguste Renoir, "In the Gar- 
den." "The Prayer," "The Letter," "Boating 
at Chatou," "Mother and Child", Alfred Sis- 
ley, "Suburbs of St. Mammes," "Village of 
Champagne at Sunset," "St. Mammes," "The 
Last Leaves," "Moret, Morning." 



CHICAGO 

The most interesting new exhibition in 
town is at present at the Roullier print 
rooms. I wrote you last spring of Lester 
Hornby's visit here? where he was making 
sketches for a book by Hobart • Chatfield- 
Taylor. The publication of this book has 
so far been delayed — it will be published by 
Houghton-Mifflin — but the original pencil 
drawings and etchings are at Roullier' s, and 
will stay for several weeks. 

Hornby is one of the most pleasing and 
facile draughtsmen in the country as every- 
body knows. From the viewpoint of black- 
and-white art these drawings of Chicago 
streets, buildings and parks, are, with per- 
haps one or two exceptions, charming, some 
of them like the view of the Illinois Central 
station with the Logan monument, are in- 
deed excellent and fascinating. The only 
trouble with these sketches is, they are not 
Chicago. 

Hornby has lived and- worked so much 
abroad and in Boston, that he unconsciously 
gets the old world atmosphere into all his 
designs. Why he has even glorified Chicago's 
atrocious water works! The approach to 
Rush. Street bridge looks like a corner of 
old Paris, and South Water Street like the 
"Alte Graben" in Vienna. He actually 
peoples our sidewalks with gentlemen in 
top hats! And the pushing, running, hustling, 
shuffling crowds of nondescript humanity 
on State Street he turns into holiday 
promenaders. 

The etchings made from those pencil 
sketches have caught the local atmosphere, 
much better with their overhanging clouds 
and their black shadows and somber lights. 
The plate called "Stockyards"- is particularly 
successful and compares favorably with 
Pennells well-known plate of the same sub- 
ject. 

In my last letter I mentioned the fact that 
there was no really "modern art" gallery 
here. Today. I must retract. Carson, Pieria, 
Scott, the department house which did so 
well with local exhibitions last season, has 
just opened its entirely remodelled art gal- 
leries to the public. The main gallery will 
be devoted exclusively to the best jfipntem- 
porary art, and the first exhibitias- to be 
held is the one by the "Painter Friends," 
which opens on Monday. In this" group 
Chicago is represented by Wilsbn Irvine 
who shows several of his landscapes. The 
strongest men of the group are no doubt 
George Macrum, Guy C. "Wiggins and Ed- 
ward Volkert. The present collection, with 
the exception of the three simple and im- 
pressive, .landscapes by - Macrum^-qute dif- 
ferent from his picture at the Institute show 
— has been seen, but recently in N. Y. and 
need not therefore be reviewed in detail. 

The exhibition at the Aeolian-Vocalion 
Hall which I announced in my last letter' 
opened Dec. 7 on schedule time with four- 
teen local paintersi represented. Walter 
Ufer sent two of his landscapes, Bela Ormo 
among others a large canvas "Sand Dunes" 
well painted and broad in vision, and Eda 
Sterchi two portrait heads and a figure 
composition. With the exception of Ormo's 
pictures all of these paintings have been 
seen here before in local exhibitions. Ray- 
mond Johnson is represented by a portrait 
and two decorations, one of these "Light" 
an extremely effective canvas. Another 
decorative artist well represented is Carl 
Hoeckner who works in the neo-Greek style 
so effectively used by Stuck and his Seces- 
sionist followers. 

As a matter of fact, nearly all of the 
pictures in this show are old friends, the 
only exceptions being the paintings already 
mentioned by Ormo, several colorful figure 
arrangements by Indiana Giberson, Indian 
pictures by Augustine Pall, who is still 
breathing studio air, and several small land- 
scape sketches by Paul Bartlett. 

Gerald Frank, Louis Grell, Arvid Nyolm, 
George Seideneck, and Charles Lessar com- 
plete the group of exhibitors. 

Edward Watts-Russell. 



OBITUARY 
John S. Davis 

John Steeple Davies, artist and Civil War 
veteran, died Dec. 6, after a' long illness, 
at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Robert E. 
Brown, 380 3rd St., Brooklyn. • ' 

Mr. Davis was born February 1. 1844, a.t 
Pankridge, England, and was the eldest so{i 
of John M. Davis' arid Charlotte Steeply, 
of Birmingham, England. 

During the Civil War he served with the 
Ninth New York Volunteers, known as the 
-Hawkins Zouaves. When the war ended, 
Mr. Davis married Martha Louise Watson, 
a Daughter of the American Revolution, 
and sailed for France. During; 'the years 
that he studied art there he acted as the 
representative of Arriericari artists and also 
represented the United States Government 
as the representative of American artists at ' 
the Paris Exposition. Mr. Davis -painted 
the portrait of Horace Greeley which hangs 
in the corridor of the Tribune Building, in 
New York. He was the illustrator of "The 
Standard History of the United States" and 
of the "Story of the Greater Nations." He 
is survived by his daughter, five sons— John 
Watson, Alfred Edwin, George Washington, 
James Watson and Arthur Frederick Davis, 
and by .two brothers and a sister. 



MINNEAPOLIS 

Through the generosity of Mr. Francis 
W. Little, one of the trustees of the Minne- 
apolis Museum, the Institute has become the 
possessor of a complete series of "The To- 
kaido" prints of Hiorshige, the last, and in 
some respects the greatest of the landscape 
artists of Japan, whose work was given to 
the world through the medium of wood- 
block color prints. 



INDIANAPOLIS 

The Zuloaga exhibit is now on at the 
Herron Art Institute, and, occupies four 
large rooms which give a spacious setting 
to the large colorful canvases. There is also 
a choice exhibit of Sophia Newcomb 
pottery, showing some new and unusual 
coloring and a historic exhibit of Indian 
basket, beadwork and war implements. 
Miss Anna Hasselman, formerly of Wash- 
ington, is conducting the educational work 
of the museum. 

Otto Stark opened his studio for the 
winter with an exhibit of oils painted at 
Leland, Michigan. T. C Steele, who spends 
eight months of the year in Brown County 
at his charming home, "The House of the 
Singing Winds," has recently built a large 
and commodious gallery (semi-fireproof) 
near his residence for the showing of his 
pictures to the many pilgrims who journey 
there by automobile. The colony of artists 
who annually summer among the primitive 
people of this rugged county have decided 
to send a rotary exhibit of their work 
throughout Indiana, making its initial open- 
ing under the auspices of the Art League 
of Seymour. 



WASHINGTON 

The 27th annual exhibition of the Society 
of Washington artists is now" on in the Cor- 
coran Gallery. Despite' the -absence of the 
work of many of the younger artists of the 
Capital, owing to the war, the • exhibit is 
good and shows, moreover, that. a number 
of artists of enviable reputation have joined 
the ranks of Washington painters. There 
is no work shown of more compelling in- 
terest than a self-portrait by- E. T. Messer, 
principal of the Corcoran School. :Chas. 
W. Hawthorne, now living here, sends a 
portrait of a young Portuguese woman, one 
of his well known models. Wm.H. Holmes, 
president of the National Gallery, and 
Smithsonian Institute, is seen at his best in ■ 
two landscapes. Miss Sarah S. Munroe is 
represented by three plein air subjects of 
rare color and sunnyness. Nancy Ferguson 
sends "A Provincetown Thoroughfare." 
Catharine C. Critcher and child portrait and 
decorative still life, and Richard N. Brooks, 
a marine. ' 

Among others exhibiting are Edgar Nye,, 
Oscar Gieberich, Alice Worthingtori Ball,-' 
E. W. Deming, Emilie Forste'r and Lesly 
Jackson. .-- j 

The Moore Galleries are holding an ex- 
hibition, of red. chjalk, dfawing.s r , > j;hi&.week, , 
the work of Miss ' Edith L.; Widing of Bos- 
ton. Miss. Widing has recently made por- 
traits in this medium, of Mrs. Nicholas 
Longworth, Mme. de Libour, Mrs. James 
Wadsworth and the children of Mr; and 
Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. 

Through the courtesy of the National 
Gallery of Dublin, Ireland, the president 
and trustees of the Corcoran Gallery are 
privileged to exhibit the portrait of Presi- 
dent Wilson, recently painted by John S. ' 
Sargent. It will remain on exhibition in 
the gallery to Jan. 10. „■ 

A collection of etchings by Boston art- 
ists is now on view in the Library of.Con- 
gressr-print division. The collection com- 
orises examples by Chas. W. Woodbury, 
Wm. Bicknell, Philip Little, Sears Gallagher, 
Henry Winslow, Lester Hornby and Frank 
W. Benson. 

C. C. C. 



CINCINNATI 



The storm that has beaten upon Cin- 
cinnati's Barnard statute of Lincoln, came' 
too quickly and fierce for the poor city 
itself to take part. It simply couldn't keep 
up with it. But now that the stormts fury ' 
has passed,- instead of feeling downhearted, 
the city lifts its head and in looking around 
finds that the hail and lightning did really ^ 
very little damage to the statue. On the 
contrary, the work looks bigger than ever. 
The great, much vituperated feet have at all 
events furnished a safe, broad base and the 
ungainly bulk of the figure has defied the 
elements. 

There is one thing however which must 
be said and that is that those whose who 
criticise the work adversely have had no 
chance to feel as those who pass the figure 
itself day by- day. Its character simply 
cannot be grasped from just the photo- 
graphs. The grandeur, the individuality of 
the head may be so grasped, but the expres-- 
sion of the whole figure; so completely in^ 
harmony with it, can only be seen and felt 
in the massive substance of the bronze itself, 
quietly dominating the shifting forms of the 
city streets. 

The first exhibition of the "Duveneck So- 
ciety of Painters and Sculptors," now at 
the Museum, while small in size, is perhaps 
the strongest in calibre ever assembled by 
lacal artists. Unusual interest centers upon 
the novel work of the painters, J. Kunz, 
John Dee Wareham and John Weis and 
the sculptors Ernest E. Haswell and M. 
Finkle. Frank Duveneck, James R. Hop- 
kins, Clement Barnhorn, H. Wessel, E. T. 
Hurley and P. Eschenbach are all well rep- 
resented. 

Norbert Heermann. 



